
Academy Schedule & Information 
 
 
Director: 
Email:        
Phone:       

 
Dates 

 
September 18th: Kalamazoo Complex, Fields 4 & 5  
October 2nd:  Kalamazoo Complex, Fields 4 & 5 
October 9th:  Kalamazoo Complex, Fields 4 & 5 
October 23rd: Kalamazoo Complex, Fields 4 & 5 

 
Start times will be determined soon and corresponded to the clubs during the season.  
It will be determined upon the numbers of clubs and players participating at each 
Jamboree.   We are working on a format to give as much social distancing as possible 
out on the fields. 
 
 

Academy Rules/Regulations 
 

1. Start times will be set to be able to practice as much social distancing as possible.   

2. U8 age appropriate players can be registered on U9 team or the Academy but not both. 
The U8 players in the Academy may Player Pass play on U9 or U10 Divisions.  

3. U7 age appropriate players can only participate in the Academy. No “play-up” requests 
will be allowed and no player pass is allowed.  

4. No U6 players allowed in academy.  

5. Clubs will provide at minimum a colored tee-shirt or scrimmage pennies (no requirement 
for full uniforms in academy play and numbers are not required on uniform)  

6. Girls and boys should practice/train together there is no separate academy for boys and 
girls.  

7. All clubs should supply the Academy Director with a copy of the WMYSA Official Roster 
with the names of participants prior to the start of each Jamboree.  Any player not on the 



list should be written at the bottom of the sheet.  Any players not participating in the 
jamboree should be crossed off. 

8. Jamborees will be on Sundays only. (This will allow academy members to continue to 
participate in local recreational soccer leagues if they desire or to player pass on a match 
on Saturday)  

9. Playing Format 4v4 without keepers.  

10. Minimum Academy Size: 6 players  

11. If you don’t have at least 6 players, WMSYA can work with you to join clubs together  

12. Maximum Academy Size: No limit to number of players  

13. Practice Limitations: No more than two per week  

14. Club academy coach must be experienced  

15. No league standings/statistics kept/published.  

 
 

Jamboree Format 
 

1. All academy teams play round-robin on small sized fields  

2. Number of games (play 2 or 3 20-minute games with 5-10 min break to switch fields/teams)  

3. Restart for ball out of bounds - Throw-In  

4. No keepers. Size 3 ball.  

5. Fouls - USYSA Small Sided Games guidance available - all kicks are direct free kicks  

6. Restarts - USYSA Small Sided Games guidance available - normal policy per USYSA  

7. Substitutions - USYSA Small Sided Games guidance available - Unlimited at any 
stoppage.  

8. Field size will be approximately 30 x 25 yards.  
 
 

WMYSA Recommendations 
 

1. There should be at least two licensed coaches when the academy size is greater than 9 
players.  

2. Each academy only has one practice a week, but no more than twice per week.  



3. Parent education about the Academy concept, player development, parent behavior 
provided by club. WMYSA may assist in developing package which all clubs could use.  

4. Clubs may set up additional academy vs. academy matches if desired. This would be 
coordinated by clubs, not WMYSA.  

 
Severe Weather Policy 

 
A severe weather warning is defined as either a Tornado Warning, Severe Thunderstorm Warning 
or High Wind Warning. 
 
If a severe weather “warning” exists in the venue’s area during game time or 2 hours prior to or 1 
hour after the scheduled game time, the venue’s management or either team’s coach may 
reschedule the game to an alternative time and/or date without concern of forfeiture. If referees are 
assigned to a match that falls under these conditions, they may also be excused from officiating.  
 
The venue management, coach or official which elects to cancel a game due to severe weather 
must contact the WMYSA Administrator Responsible for scheduling and the opposing team to 
inform them of their decision prior to game time. If the referee is the one making the determination 
they should contact WMYSA.  
 
A Tornado Watch 
 is issued when weather conditions are favorable for the development of severe thunderstorms 
called a Supercell capable of producing tornadoes. A tornado watch; therefore, implies it is also a 
severe thunderstorm watch.  
 
A Tornado Warning 
 is defined as an alert issued by national weather forecasting agencies to warn the public that severe 
thunderstorms with tornadoes are imminent or occurring. Immediate shelter should be sought.  
 
A Severe Thunderstorm Watch 
 does not necessarily mean that severe weather is occurring, only that atmospheric conditions have 
created a significant risk for severe weather to occur.  
 
A Severe Thunderstorm Warning 
 is an alert issued when trained storm spotters or a Doppler weather radar indicate that a 
thunderstorm is producing or will soon produce dangerously large hail or high winds, capable of 
causing significant damage. Immediate shelter should be sought.  
 
A high wind Warning 
 is issued when either sustained winds of 40 mph or higher exist for one hour or more or wind 
gusts are 58 mph or higher for any duration. Immediate shelter should be sought 
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